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Weaving in a change

Sally Holkar has lent a contemporary feel to the Maheshwari silk while
keeping its cultural legacy intact. Her efforts have resulted in creating
livelihood for millions of weavers as well, says Asmita Aggarwal
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Maharsjn of Indore. “We were risk tkers” lughs
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fabric of plessure”. 1t has been indigo-dyed eight
vimes indl is & mibcof khaedi and silkc It fills bewu-
ummwmmm she adds.

became difficult w 2outce the thhqunlnyruw
material regidbned for the wemve,” she says., “Earler
the zari used o come from France and the dyes
from Germainy. When the privy purses were dis-
continued, the weavers no longer received pagron-
age from the maharalas, and thus we sy an

st 40 years, Halknr y heiped

‘of chiffonn. Chinese #ilk, cofton from

create innuvuuw fubrics but has also

v for 17 million Indiaby
mmﬁus looms. “The biggest challenge has
Ibeen to miuke weavers overcome the fear of
change.” she says. Her effons to bring the
languishing Maheshwarl silk back into
mainstrenm weaving with REHWA, an
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She also hegan to employ marng| nalised women
whioworked in brick kilns and mines and taught
100 of them how to spin khadl on semi-automat-
iz Amba charkhas, bought from Gujarat in 2002,
And ths the WomenWeave Charitable Trist was
borm, She has tritned weavers from Maheshwar,
Chanderi, Dindorl, Bhul and Kota, “For [nstance,
people from Madhya Pradesi's Ralga tribe were
losing their traditional market 'doe to the

Laughit of syntt They had no el i
water of means of communication with the out
side world, But what they had was an expertise in/
wenving, We helped them crieate searves with the
help of designer Subrotn Sadhi,” says Hollar,
Today, they kive bagged an order for 2000 searves
fior Calypso, & store I the US:

Cantrary to popular belief, Holkar fieels that
the hiatdiloom s still valid in the med-
crnword, “"Allwe necd to da s warkin
the hintertand und see how liberated
the new generation of weavers i Bui
‘the sed part & that 173%
in indis are looking for T
mediaries,” she says. To solve this
problem. she hiss opened a schoal in
Maheshwar for weavers in the age
group of 1720, where they i taught
basic English and computer skills,

“This was & tradition that flourished
under a waman's rule (Ahilyaba
Halktar) 1,500 ynmqgnmdlmhyhhubemub
en forwurd b\r awoman,” says Hollar
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